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EIU Helps In Marketing Vandalia 
By Harry Read, Director 
Information and Publications 
Vandalia is "very happy" with a 
marketing plan for economic de­
velopment submitted by an Eastern 
Illinois College of Business team, ac­
cording to Tod Thoman, industrial 
coordinator for the city. 
Implementation of one recom­
mendation is already underway, Tho­
man said: establishment of a travel, 
convention and tourism council. The 
report suggested Vandalia should 
focus on that area of economic im­
provement as well as on the continu­
ing search for new firms. 
The study further indicated "the 
St. Louis area, with its veritable 
plethora of businesses and organiza­
tions is a fertile target for Vandalia's 
efforts to market its travel, tourism 
and convention facilities. " 
Thoman said "there's no question 
but what the report presented by the 
EIU professors is providing a catalyst 
for action." 
The marketing plan for Vandalia 
was developed by a Department of 
Management/Marketing team headed 
by Dr. Jerry Geisler, and funded by 
the Small Business Development 
Center of the College of Business. 
Geisler said the project team learn­
ed, after several meetings with city 
officials, that community leaders were 
seeking new ideas for economic de­
velopment. Vandalia had received 
national exposure when thousands of 
its citizens were photographed to­
gether with an intended message of 
"we are willing to work." 
The publicity, Geisler said, "was a 
smashing success but the resulting be-
2 
nefits have been less than over­
whelming." 
Geisler said the team quickly 
learned "that the economic develop­
ment arena is truly a competitive 
jungle" and that there was a need for 
"more than just attempting to recruit 
organizations to locate in Vandalia." 
In taking into account Vandalia's 
rich historical heritage (the site of the 
state's first capital), its proximity to 
major highways and recreational 
facilities, and its relative closeness to 
a major metropolitan area, the team 
emphasized the importance of the 
travel and convention possibilities. 
The marketing plan also envisions 
the increased exposure to Vandalia 
through stepped-up tourism and con­
vention activities leading to an in­
crease in the number of businesses 
locating in the area. 
Therefore, according to the report, 
"we are not satisfied with just increas­
ing short-term visitors to the commu­
nity; we want to relocate organiza­
tions and to create more jobs." 
And, speaking of satisfaction, 
Geisler parenthetically emphasized: 
"We have a sincere and continuing 
interest in the economic well-being of 
Vandalia and we stand ready to assist 
any way we can, anytime.
,; 
(continued on next page) 
The city of Vandalia turns out in their support of generating new 
jobs and industry in Illinois' first state capital. 
Former Purdue Assistant 
Spoo Succeeds Molde 
As Panther Football Coach 
Bob Spoo, 49, quarterback coach 
at Purdue University for the past nine 
years, has been chosen head football 
coach at Eastern Illinois University. 
The announcement was made by 
EIU Athletic Director R.C. Johnson 
Jan. 5 with Spoo' s appointment effec­
tive immediately. He replaces Al 
Molde who was recently named head 
coach at Western Michigan Univer­
sity. 
Spoo has been the offensive co­
ordinator the past two years at Purdue 
with specific coaching responsibility 
for quarterbacks, running backs and 
wide receivers during all nine years 
on the staff. He also handled much 
of the recruiting in Chicago, St. Louis 
and the rest of Illinois. 
He tutored Purdue quarterbacks 
Mark Herrmann, Scott Campbell and 
Jim Everett, who rank among the top 
10  all-time passers in the Big Ten and 
now are all on pro football rosters. 
"There are two things that really 
impressed me most about the position 
at Eastern," said Spoo. "First, the in-
. credible support for the program . . .  
that's evident from President (Stan) 
Rives, (Athletic Director) R. C. 
Johnson and everyone I came in con­
tact with in the community. 
"Secondly, I was most impressed 
with my predecessor. Al Molde did 
things right and I feel very comforta­
ble that he left the program on solid 
footing. The players know what it 
takes to win and I'm very pleased 
there is no upheaval ...  I don't come 
in expecting problems. 
"These items are even more im­
portant than facilities, salary, etc. The 
opportunity exists to proceed to play 
the same type of football that people 
have come to expect. " 
Bob Spoo 
During his nine years at Purdue, 
the Boilermakers played in the Peach 
Bowl twice, Liberty Bowl and 
Bluebonnet Bowl. 
Spoo lettered at QB three years 
· ( 1 956-58) for the Boilermakers. After 
replacing NFL great Len Dawson as 
the starter he guided Purdue to a 1 1 -5 
record in '57-58. He co-captained the 
1 958 Blue team in the Blue-Gray All­
Star game. 
He also ranks as one of Illinois's 
most successful prep coaches. He 
was head coach at Loyola Academy 
in Wilmette from 1 96 7 -72 directing it 
to a 51-9-2 record and the 1 969 
Chicago City Championship. He was 
the 1970 National High School Athle­
tic Coaches Association Football 
'Coach of the Year', 1969 Illinois 
'Coach of the Year" and 1972 
Chicago 'Coach of the Year. ' 
... Vandalia 
(continued from page 2) 
Following formation of the travel, 
convention and tourism council, the 
plan recommends a "first class" visual 
aid to present Vandalia's case to po­
tential developers of recreational and 
convention facilities. The report 
suggests usage of a high quality vid­
eotape and attractive brochures, both 
of which would highlight Vandalia's 
resources and special advantages 
over competing communities. 
Vandalia's importance as a 
"weekend getaway" site was cited in 
the marketing plan, and advertising 
with the theme of "excitement and 
history is less than two hours away" 
(from the St. Louis area) is recom­
mended. 
In addition to the tourism and con­
vention approach, the Eastern study 
points up the importance of providing 
a climate for the expansion of current 
business and industry, and securing 
new manufacturing firms and service 
businesses. 
An economic development plan in 
the study calls for inclusion of a profile 
of area strengths and weaknesses, an 
identification of prime industry 
targets, and development strategies 
and an implementation plan. 
The planning report states that 
"much of the work required for the 
creation of the plan has already been 
completed by the Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Community Af­
fairs" but that the area profile should 
be "the combined and cooperative 
efforts of many participants from Van­
dalia." 
Also recommended is a second 
video tape which would "de­
monstrate Vandalia's commitment 
and leadership and provide a picture 
of its dynamics. " 
Members of the team that de­
veloped the plan in addition to 
Geisler, are E. Wayne Chandler, 
Nancy Marlow, and Ralph Weller, all 




Eastern Grad Makes Pitch For Big Leagues 
Roger Wexelberg 
By Tim Lee 
Student Contributor 
Eastern alumnus Marty Pattin 
made his mark in the major leagues 
during the 1 970' s and this year Kevin 
Seitzer and Tim Pyznarski are ex­
pected to begin long careers in 
baseball's bigtime. 
Both Seitzer and Pyznarski played 
on the Panther team that finished sec­
ond in the 1 981 Division II World 
Series. Roger Wexelberg tried out for 
that team in the fall of 1 980 and was 
the last man cut, but like Seitzer and 
Pyznarski, Wexelberg was in AAA last 
year, baseball's highest minor league, 
waiting for his chance call from the 
majors. 
Wexelberg is no longer a player, 
he is now the Ticket Manager for the 
Oklahoma City 89ers, a Texas Rang­
ers' affiliate. 
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After he was cut from the '81 team 
he switched his major from History 
to Speech Communications with the 
idea of getting a job in baseball. After 
graduating in May of 1 983, Wexel­
berg worked over the summer to bide 
his time until he went to the baseball 
winter meeting in Nashville. There he 
caught on as an intern for the 89ers 
and he has remained with the club 
since. 
"After the first year as an intern, 
they asked me to return so I came 
back as Assistant Ticket Manager," 
said Wexelberg. "Then last year I be­
came Ticket Manager and this year I 
am in charge of tickets, travel, the 
computer system and the nighttime 
preseason phone room. " 
Wexelberg said his job entails mak­
ing reservations, taking care of meal 
money and this year hP- is overseeing 
the computerized ticket sales. 
"I had always loved baseball. 
played in high school and junior col­
lege (Thornton Community College) 
and was the last player cut at Eastern 
in 1 981," Wexelberg said. "So then 
I switched majors with the idea of get­
ting a job in baseball. But the work 
is a lot harder than people think it is. 
Right now I work from nine to nine 
and during the season the hours will 
get longer. But I've never woken up 
in the morning and dreaded going to 
work, it is not a job in that sense. " 
Like a player, Wexelberg is waiting 
for a chance at a job in the major 
leagues. 
"Hopefully the next step is the 
major leagues as a traveling secretary 
or in player development. I wouldn't 
like to be a General manager in the 
minors right now. I want to go to the 
majors and it is just a matter of being 
in the right place at the right time. If 
the deal was right maybe I'd move 
but for now I'm happy right here. 
"It is a very hard business to get 
into," Wexelberg said. "It's like a big 
fraternity, once you're in, you're in, 
if you do well. The more people
.
you 
know the better off you are. I've only 
been in the business three years and 
you wouldn't believe all the people 
I've met." 
Wexelberg entered the business 
the same way a Jot of aspiring execu­
tives do, through an internship, a pos­
ition that puts you at the bottom of 
the baseball barrel. 
"You do everything when you are 
an intern," the Harvey, Illinois native 
said. "It's a lot of sales work, during 
(continued on next page) 
Dumentat Accepts EIU 
Annual Giving Challenge 
Challenges are nothing new to Au­
drey Dumentat. 
The 1 985 Eastern Illinois graduate 
overcame tremendous odds to win a 
national contest to become a congres­
sional intern in Washington, D.C. 
Upon graduation, Dumentat ac­
cepted a position as a legislative assis­
tant to New York Representative 
Daniel Gilman. Less than two years 
later she was named EIU's first-ever 
Director of Annual Giving. 
"When you put money in 
education, it's not a band 
aid solution like some 
charities. An investment in 
education is an investment 
in the future." 
'Tm glad to be back at Eastern 
Illinois, " explained Dumentat. "Even 
though most of the students I knew 
around here have graduated, I know 
the issues around campus. Fundrais­
ing is a challenge at Eastern . . . and 
I love challenges. 
"I feel my youth . . .  combined 
with my knowledge of the University 
. . . is my major strength. I have 
numerous goals for my position . . .  
I would like to bring something more 
creative to the telefund programs that 
I supervise. I also would like to see 
more EIU graduates get involved with 
the University." 
Dumentat is in charge of adminis­
tering the seven year annual tele­
funds, the annual giving campaign 
and assisting with the Panther Club 
fundraising drive. She feels she has a 
quality product to sell. 
"I think education is a good 
cause," states the Carlyle, Illinois na­
tive. "When you put money in educa­
tion, it's not a band aid solution like 
some charities. An investment in edu­
cation is an investment in the future. 
"I also hope to instill some pride 
in Eastern graduates about their alma 
mater. You get a lot for your money 
here at Eastern Illinois University for 
the price you pay. The quality of the 
education at EIU is excellent. I hope 
more people will show their gratitude 
for the years they spent at Eastern. " 
• • . Big League 
(continued from page 4) 
the day you call businesses for ads 
and at night you work for the team. 
During the season it becomes a little 
bit of everything. I was in charge of 
the concession barn and every once 
in a while I'd have to do a press box 
type thing like run the scoreborad. 
"Sales weren't my cup of tea," 
Wexelberg continued. "But you have 
to sell if you are going to get into 
baseball. The reason our organization 
is so successful is because of all the 
selling that we do." 
Wexelberg is not the only Eastern 
graduate in the baseball business. 
Both Brad Del Barba and Bob Szym­
kowski, who also tried out for the 
1 981 team and were cut, hold posi­
tions for the Cincinnati Reds. Del 
Barba is the Traveling Secretary and 
Szymkowski is a scout. Jeff Overton 
is the Ticket Manager for the Chicago 
White Sox in charge of season ticket 
sales and Pat Rooney, who played 
baseball for Eastern and even a brief 
stint in the major leagues with the 
Montreal Expos, is a player agent cur­
rently representing both Seitzer and 
Pyznarski. 
Nominations Sought For Alumnus Award 
Eastern Illinois University will 
again present Distinguished Alum­
nus Awards at its 1 987 Homecom­
ing, scheduled for October 1 7. 
Nominations of candidates for the 
awards are now being taken. 
Deadline for the nominations is Fri­
day, April 1 7. 
Those persons eligible for nomi­
nation are graduates and former 
students of Eastern who "have dis­
tinguished themselves in 
academic, literary, business, pro­
fessional, public service and or ser­
vice to the University, and who 
through their accomplishments 
and service have brought credit to 
their alma mater. " 
According to Charles Titus, 
Alumni Director, nominations are 
to be submitted in writing and are 
to be accompanied by appropriate 
documentation. Such documenta­
tion should include a listing and 
description of the achievements, 
accomplishments and service of 
the individual concerned. Nomina-, 
tions are to be made on a standar­
dized nomination form, available 
at the University's Alumni Office. 
"We certainly encourage nomina-
tions of alumni who meet the eligi­
bility criteria, and hope to have a 
large number of candidates for the 
1987 awards, " he said. Titus said 
alumni who wish to make nomina­
tions should contact the alumni Of­
fice to obtain a form. 
There have been 59 award re­
cipients since the first awards were 
presented in 1973. Each recipient 
receives a plaque and a portrait 
photograph of each Distinguished 
Alumnus is placed in the Alumni 
Lounge located in the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. University Union. 
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Don Etchison Heads 
Illinois Energy Agency 
By DeAnn DeMarco 
Student Contributor 
Eastern alumnus Don Etchison 
'71,  is a busy man these days, and 
with good cause. Etchison, a native 
of Flora, Illinois, is director of the De­
partment of Energy and Natural Re­
sources for the State of Illinois, an 
operation that employs 600 people 
and has an annual budget of 
$100,000,000. 
A scientific, non-regulating 
agency, Energy and Natural Re­
sources is charged with keeping track 
of issues and scientific surveys related 
to the state's energy, geological and 
natural resources base. Areas under 
the department's auspices include 
coal, energy and utility development, 
alternative energy and water. 
Etchison, who has a doctoral de­
gree in Informational Affairs from the 
University of Miami, has been the de­
partment's director since 1 984. He 
was previously Director of the Illinois 
Department of Nuclear Safety and 
served earlier as an assistant to Illinois 
Governor James Thompson. 
The Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources has five major divi­
sions, Etchison said in a recent inter­
view with the Alumnus. These include 
Natural History, Geological and 
Water surveys (all located on the cam­
pus of the University of Illinois), the 
State Museum, and Energy and En­
vironmental Affairs. 
The Department has "a special re­
lationship with universities," said 
Etchison. "We have 250 Ph.D's -
more than any other agency." The 
challenges of leadership in such an 
organization, the Eastern graduate 
said, are "trying to stay on top of ev­
erything that's going on and keeping 
well informed on all the department's 
activities. " Demands from legislators, 
the agency's outside publics and 
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Don Etchison 
areas from within the agency itself 
also must be met, he explained. 
Etchison, a business major at East­
ern, believes the education he re­
ceived in the University's College of 
Business has held him in good stead. 
"I gained a keen understanding of 
basic business principles," he said, 
and "the socialization experiences of 
college gave me a good foundation 
for the future. " Eastern' s small classes 
also get high marks from Etchison. 
Some of the things he remembers 
most about his time on campus are 
"the small classes and the high quality 
of professors. I have fond memories 
of a fine school," he said. 
At one time a dedicated competitor 
in tennis, Etchison has played with 
well known tennis pro Jimmy Con­
nors. He also saw action on Eastern's 
varsity tennis squad during · .his . 
freshman year. Though he rarely has 
time to play these days, he remains 
an avid fan and follows pro tennis 
competition when he can. 
Part-time teaching (a world politics 
class at Sangamon State University) 
and his family fill Etchison's free 
hours. He and his wife and baby 




11th President Of 
Morehead State 
Dr. C. Nelson Grote, '50, a reci­
pient of Eastern's Distinguished 
Alumnus award, was recently named 
the 1 1 th president of Morehead State 
University in Morehead, Kentucky. 
Dr. Grote, a former Morehead State 
University dean, will return to the 
campus on July 1 after a 1 5-year ab­
sence. 
Grote served as dean of MSU' s 
College of Applied Sciences and 
Technology from 1 966 to 1 971.  Prior 
to that he was chair of the Division 
of Applied Arts. He left MSU to be­
come president of Schoolcraft Col­
lege in Livonia, Michigan. Dr. Grote 
is currently chief executive officer of 
the Community Colleges of Spokane, 
Washington, a position he has held 
since 1 981.  
Grote, who has spent 27 years of 
his 37 year career in education at col­
leges or universities, said he plans to 
spend the next few months making 
visits to the Morehead campus and 
analyzing the issues. 
Committing himself to "systematic 
change," Dr. Grote said, "One has to 
sense how much change an institution 
can absorb over a period of time." 
He said be would place emphasis 
in his new position on professional 
development activities for faculty and 
staff and on marketing the school not 
only in student recruitment but by fol­
lowing up effbrts akeady begun to re­
store the Uni\(ersity' s image in the re­
gion. 
Grote received his master's degree 
from the University of Missouri and 
his doctorate from the University of 
Illinois. He is a former public school 
teacher and was a vocational educa­
tion administrator four years with the 
Kentucky Department of Education. 
... ... ... 
Smith's Former Piano Students 
Return For Homecoming Concert 
By Deann DeMarco 
Student Contributor 
The term Homecoming took on a 
special meaning for former students 
of Catherine A Smith who returned 
to Eastern October 11 and 1 2  to par­
ticipate in a piano concert honoring 
their retired teacher. The event, 
"Emeritus Piano Festspiel," was one 
of the highlights of Eastern's Home­
coming weekend. 
A group of students conceived the 
idea to bring back graduates of East­
ern from the last four decades to play 
together, get to know each other and 
to honor their retired teacher. A letter 
went out in May to all of Smith's 
former students requesting a perfor­
mance tape, and inviting all to partici­
pate in the Festspiel. 
The 21 performers, and even 
many who did not perform, returned 
from all over; Louisiana, Florida, 
Connecticut, Washington D.C., 
Taiwan and the People's Republic of 
Catherine Smith 
China. Many of these people have 
branched out into other areas, some 
are in the teaching field, some in 
graduate studies, and others in 
domestic life, but all are at least semi­
active in piano performance. 
About 600 people attended the 
two performances held in Dvorak 
Concert Hall. Saturday night's con­
cert featured 14 pianists performing 
solo and two-!)art music ranging from 
Bach to Stravinsky. The Sunday per­
formance consisted of seven perfor­
mers in the first half and Smith playing 
Beethoven and Chopin the second 
half. 
"It was one of the great experi­
ences of my life," Smith said. "It was 
wonderful to have all these people 
back. I'm really proud of what the 
students did. " 
Smith, who retired at the end of 
summer school 1986 after 37 years 
of teaching, said she had the oppo�u­
nity to spend time with the students 
at the various social gatherings held 
that weekend. This included the post 
recital party held at Smith's house, 
which she especially enjoyed. One 
student had so much fun he is already 
asking when the next Festspiel will 
be. But, Smith said, "It was such a 
big project, it will probably be a one 
time thing." 
Grad Journeys From China To Perform 
Though many of Catherine 
Smith's former students traveled 
long distances to return to Eastern, 
the one who journeyed the furthest 
was undoubtedly Hau-Zhen Xie 
from Beijing, People's Republic of 
China. Xie is a faculty member at 
the Beijing Central Conservatory 
of Music. 
Zie graduated from the Shan­
ghai Conservatory of Music in 
1 963 and came to Eastern in June 
of 1981 for graduate study in 
music. She received her M.A. in 
1984. Before coming to Eastern 
she was a concert pianist at the 
Chinese National Opera and the 
Dance Drama Theatre. 
A chance for a scholarship 
sparked Xie's interest in Eastern. 
She sent a performance tape and 
a resume and Eastern responded. 
At that time there were several 
other students from mainland 
China attending Eastern. "I really 
enjoyed it here," Xie said. "Dr. 
Smith is a good teacher. " 
Xie, who played in West Ger­
many and Austria as an accom­
panist, began studying piano with 
a private instructor when she was 
eight years old. In China the piano 
is used largely in opera and in bal­
let, which is popular in the larger 
cities. 
7 
Teacher Placement Day Slated For April 
Eastern alumni who are ready to 
change jobs may want to take advan­
tage of two national programs East­
ern's career planning and placement 
center is participating in. 
Dr. James Knott, placement center 
director, said Eastern graduates 
should plan to attend any of the "Re­
cruit Excellent Illinois Teacher Candi­
dates" teacher placement days. There 
is no registration fee. Candidates 
need only to attend with an ample 
supply of their current resume. 
· "This is the second annual Mid­
America Teacher Placement Days 
which is national in scope," Knott 
said. "The purpose is to facilitate the 
interviews for the candidates. " 
Under the teacher placement 
program, school districts all across the 
country will attend to interview Illinois 
teachers. This program includes 
Saturday, April 1 1 , at West Leyden 
High School in North Lake, Illinois 
and five university dates and sites to 
make it easier for candidates to at­
tend. 
Some of the school districts and 
representative states that participated 
last year were: Albuquerque, 
Chicago, Dallas, Fort Lauderdale, 
Grand Rapids, Houston, In­
dianapolis, Jacksonville, Las Vegas, 
Miami, Nashville, New York, 
Expanded Founders Day '87 
Plans Underway For June 
8 
An expanded Founders Day is 
being planned for June 20 at East­
ern Illinois University. Planning for 
the event is being done by a cam­
pus Founders Day Committee 
composed of faculty and adminis­
trators. 
According to Charles Titus, Di­
rector of Alumni Services, Found­
ers Day "will serve as the center­
piece for an expanded activity that 
hopefully will include class reun­
ions, an alumni college, special so­
cial functions and other activities. " 
Titus said that while plans are not 
yet complete, he expects the ac­
tivities, including Founders Day, to 
take place during a three day 
period. "We are looking at either 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
June 1 8, 1 9, and 20 or Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, June 1 9, 
20 and 21,  depending on feedback 
we receive from selected alumni 
who were polled in early January 
on their preference," explained 
Titus. 
Founders Day itself will include 
the traditional Convocation, 
awards ceremony and noon lun­
cheon, along with college reunion 
booth displays. 
The alumni college portion of 
the program will include classes 
held in campus classroom build­
ings with attendees living in univer­
sity residence halls. Other pro­
grams, such as historical tours and 
recreational activities, are also in 
the planning stage. "We're looking 
at a relaxed, fun weekend with 
classroom activities that adults will 
find practical, useful and interest­
ing," said Titus. 
Founders Day, held regularly in 
Eastern's earlier years, was reinsti­
tuted in 1 985 as a summer activity 
for alumni, faculty, students and 
community residents. 
Richmond, plus several school dis­
tricts from California, Florida, Illinois, 
Kansas, Michigan and Missouri. 
"The school districts can come to 
all of the sessions or some will just 
come to the April 1 1  session," Knott 
said. "Alumni from any university can 
go to any of these teacher placement 
days. " 
Knott explained that candidates 
should attend the session nearest 
them, not necessarily the session at 
their alma maters. For example, if an 
Eastern graduate is teaching in 
Macomb, he should attend the West­
ern Illinois University session. 
The dates and places for the 
teacher placement sessions are as fol­
lows: April 6, Northern Illinois Univer­
sity, DeKalb; April 7, Western Illinois 
University, Macomb; April 8, Univer­
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 
April 9, Eastern Illinois University, 
Charleston; April 1 0, Illinois State 
University, Normal; and April 1 1 , 





Alumni in non-teaching fields who 
have one to four years' experience 
should attend the Job-0-Rama from 
2 p.m. to 8 p.m. May 7 at the O'Hare 
Sheraton International. 
Knott said organizers are expecting 
about 80 employers and 800 candi­
dates to attend. The companies that 
will send representatives are "Fortune 
500 types," Knott said. 
To register, graduates should send 
$10 and their resume to Parker Law­
lis, Placement Office Director, Illinois 
State University, Normal, Illinois 
6 1 761 .  
For more information about either 
program, contact the Placement 
Center, (21 7) 581-241 1 .  
Endowment Dedicated In Memory Of Dr. Groves 
The memory of Dr. William H. 
Groves will be perpetuated at Eastern 
Illinois University through an endow­
ment fund in the EIU Foundation. 
Proceeds from the fund will provide 
a scholarship for intercollegiate phys­
ical education swimmers. 
Groves, who died on April 21, 
1986, initiated both swimming and 
gymnastic programs during his career 
at Eastern as a teacher, researcher, 
graduate coordinator and coach from 
1951 through 1968. 
Groves suffered a stroke in 1968, 
sustaining paralysis on his right side. 
Yet through fierce determination and 
faith in his own rehabilitation regi­
men, Groves fought back. He swam 
twice weekly, attended speech 
therapy sessions, and walked -
eventually working up to 14 blocks 
daily. 
He attended many functions at 
Eastern, including theatre and music 
presentations and athletic events. 
Groves was also able to travel exten­
sively. 
Perhaps Mrs. Nita Groves best 
summed up his remarkable come­
back: 
"Bill proved his total belief in the 
value of physical education." 
When Groves first came to Eastern 
he was asked to start a gymnastic 
program and, during its formative 
years, to take team members to cen­
tral Illinois schools for exhibitions. In 
1958 when the Buzzard Lab School 
opened with its pool, he was asked 
to initiate a swimming program. 
He later started the "age group" 
swim team at the city pool and his 
activities led to what is now the Char­
leston Swim Club. 
Groves' humanitarian and profes­
sional instincts both came to the front 
in 1951 when Charleston was rav­
aged with a polio outbreak. Many of 
the victims were driving to Terre 
Haute and Champaign for therapy. 
Being skilled in that area, Groves 
worked with local doctors in helping 
with exercise routines. 
For a time in 1965 Groves served 
as swimming coach and acting de­
partment head. The following year he 
became coordinator of the Graduate 
School in Health, Physical Education 
and Recreation. 
He earned a bachelor's degree at 
Southern Illinois University and the 
master's and doctorate at State Uni­
versity of Iowa. 
Groves was an assistant football 
coach with Pat O'Brien and Rex Dar­
ling and was on the planning commit­
tee for the Lantz Building. He was a 
multi-sports athlete in high school and 
college and was decorated for service 
during World War II. 
A temporary fund for the scholar­
ship has been set up in the Founda­
tion until the minimum figure of 
$2,500 is reached. Persons wishing 
to contribute should make checks 
payable to the EIU Foundation, W.H. 
Groves Memorial and mail to the EIU 
Foundation, Brainard House, Eastern 
Illinois University, Charleston, IL 
61920. 
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26 Year Old Cochrane Returns To The 
Football Field From The Ambulance 
By Dan Verdun 
Student Contributor 
How many people would give up 
making nearly $30,000 a year for a 
chance to play collegiate football? 
Not many, but write the name of 
Eastern's Bill Cochrane boldly on the 
list. 
Following graduation from Lake 
Zurich High School, Cochrane took 
a job as a paramedic in Iowa. 
"My dad was one of the first 
paramedics in Illinois around 1969 or 
'70," Cochrane said. "It was pretty 
much just around the house. I rode 
with them from the time I was a 
freshman in high school. " 
Consequently Cochrane trained to 
be a paramedic in high school -
which turned out to be no easy task. 
"Things were really tough for me 
when I was younger," Cochrane said. 
"Trying to play three sports, going to 
my paramedic class, my dad and I 
didn't get along very good and my 
parents were getting a divorce. (Then) 
as soon as I got out of high school I 
went right to work as a paramedic. " 
But then came the turning point. 
Cochrane attended a few Drake foot­
ball games, as well as the annual 
Iowa-Iowa State game. 
"That was pretty much it," Coch­
rane said. "I decided I wanted to go 
back to school. " 
Thus, Cochrane enrolled at Con­
cordia College in River Forest when 
he played linebacker for a year of 
Division-III football. 
Cochrane's life then took yet 
another turn. Former Eastern defen-
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sive lineman Tom Moskal - a home-. 
town friend of Cochrane - talked 
him into enrolling at Eastern for the 
fall of 1 983. Cochrane was 23 at the 
time. 
Cochrane had little difficulty ad­
justing to Division I-AA ball. Last sea­
son, Cochrane was the Panthers' 
fourth leading tackler with 77. He also 
recorded 25 solo stops, which tied 
him for third best of the team. 
Bill Cochrane 
However, a shoulder injury and 
the emergence of fellow linebackers 
Dan Polewski and Jeff Mills severely 
limited Cochrane' s playing time for 
the 1 986 season. 
Yet, Cochrane took advantage of 
his rare playing time. Perhaps the 
junior's biggest moment came during 
the Panthers' 40-1 5  rout of Liberty 
University in which he returned an 
interception 85 yards for a 
touchdown. 
But, it's not plays like that which 
stir up Cochrane. "The things that no­
body notices are the things that stand 
out in my mind," Cochrane said. "At 
Northern Michigan there was a screen 
that got set up perfectly. 
"I didn't knock anybody over, I 
just snuck out there and got on top 
of the back. There was no way the 
guy could throw the ball. We got the 
sack. " 
That play seems to typify Coch­
rane' s renewed character at Eastern. 
When he was a paramedic just a few 
years ago, he was driving everything 
from Corvettes to Porches. 
Ndw, .. Cochrane gets around in a 
1 972 Delta 88 painted "an ugly blue" 
by his girlfriend and brother. His uni­
form numeral (59) and his name are 
brushed on the doors in white. 
"All summer I was just so serious 
about football and everything," 
Cochrane said. "I think that was kind 
of a little nudge to let me know that 
there are still funny things in life. 
. . . 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Sicher Strives For Perfection 
By Don Kojich 
Publications Editor 
She is as determined and tena­
cious as a runner on the floor at the 
Chicago Board of Trade. She hates 
to lose as much as Green Bay Packer 
coaching legend Vince Lombardi. 
She loves the sport of volleyball like 
the French love their champagne .. . 
the British their tea . . .  and the Texans 
their barbeque. COMBINED! 
Eastern Illinois Donna Sicher eats, 
sleeps and dreams volleyball. Despite 
being a freshman, the 5-6 Oak Forest, 
Illinois native has made her presence 
felt on the court. She led the team in 
assists (624) , aces (40) and moxy. 
"When I recruited Donna out of 
high school, I knew she was the only 
setter I really wanted," explained 
fourth-year Lady Panther head coach 
Betty Ralston. "You could tell by just 
taking one look on the court in high 
school she was a leader out there. A 
setter has to be aggressive . . . a 
motivator . . . and most importantly 
. . .  smart. Donna is all those things 
and more. " 
Donna Sieber 
Sicher was a two-time All-SICA­
Central performer for Oak Forest 
High School en route to leading the 
Bengals to a 38-5 record and third: 
place in the IHSA Class AA state tour­
nament. The dynamic setter also was 
a member of the USVBA Chi­
cago Power team that took third at 
the Junior Olympics and Junior AAU 
tournaments this past summer. 
"I really enjoy playing volleyball," 
stated Sicher, an honor student at 
Oak Forest High School. "It feels 
good to get a dig on an outstanding 
spike by the opposition. I just love 
setting and defense. 
"My greatest thrill has been taking 
third in the state tournament and at 
nationals. I would love to be able to 
get Eastern to that level. We just have 
to go out there every match and play 
up to our capabilities. I know we can 
do it. " 
Sicher's competitiveness is as con­
tagious as a case of the measles in 
day care. Sh2 has instilled a fire in 
the team that has catapulted the 
squad to a higher level of intensity. 
"Wherever Donna has been . . .  
whatever she has done . . . she has 
been successful," according to 
Ralston. "Besides having outstanding 
work habits, Donna has the intangi­
bles that can't be taught. She never 
lets balls drop on the court. Some­
times she tries to get too many loose 
balls. I can't say enough about her 
. . .  Donna is a winner. " 
With the temperament of a lion, 
Sicher is the heart and soul of the 
Eastern team. She is the catalyst of 
the Lady Panthers. What she lacks in 
God-given ability, Sicher makes up 
for with grit and heads-up play. 
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Eastern In The Holiday Spirit . • • 
12 
EIU President Stan Rives and 
his wife, Sandy, hosted a Com­
munity Holiday Party at Booth 
Library in early December. 
Nearly 400 people from the Char­
leston area attended the affair. 
LEFT: The Eastern Illinois 
Chamber Singers performing at 
the Community Holiday Party. 
FAR LOWER LEFT: President 
Stan Rives wishing everybody a 
Merry Christmas prior to turning 
on the lights on the Christmas 
tree. 
BELOW: The Charleston High 
School Choir singing one of their 




Hilda Moore Benner, '25, is re­
tired from teaching. She and her hus­
band, Harlo, have two children and 
two grandchildren. The Benners live 
at 118 Clearview Drive, Belleville, Il­
linois 62223. 
Glen H. Rhodes, '25, resides at 
14 Eastview Drive, Sullivan, Illinois 
61951. He retired from the engineer­
ing department of Elliot Company, 
Jeannette, Pa., in 1963. Mrs. Rhodes 
died in 1983. 
Mable M. Reed, '26, is currently 
teaching elementary school and 
makes her home at 1806 Santa 
Paula, Las Vegas, Nevada, 89105. 
Ellen Cutright Decker, '27, re­
tired after 33 years of teaching. She 
and her husband, Earl, reside at R.R. 
1, Box 15, Greenup, Illinois, 62428. 
Docia Geffs Flick, '27, and her 
husband, Guy, celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary. They have one 
son who is a member of the faculty 
at the University of Central Florida in 
Orlando. The Flicks live at 722 Lois 
Ave. , Zephyr Hills, Fla., 34248. 
Maurine Nelms McLean, '27, 
and her husband, Park, recently 
celebrated their 55th wedding an­
niversary. They have a daughter, four 
grandchildren, and one great-grand­
child. The McLeans live at 3612 Fed­
eral, Everett, Wa., 98201. 
Virginia Thomas Robinson, 
'27, is a member of the Tarble Arts 
Center. She and her husband, Doug­
las, live at 7220 Ogelsby Ave., Los 
Angeles, Ca., 90045. 
Eva L. Dunn, '28, lives at 1006 
So. 4th, Effingham, Illinois, 62401. 
She has been teaching for 46 years. 
Elizabeth Stiner Grimes, '28, 
is retired from teaching and resides at 
1304 E. Sycamore St., Vincennes, In­
diana 47591. 
Anna L. Ogden, '28, retired in 
1963 after 45 years of teaching in Il­
linois. She lives at 701 Main Street, 
Alton, Illinois 62101. 
Maurice Sullivan, '28, retired as a 
research biologist for the National 
Park Service. He and his wife, Edith, 
spend their summers on their farm in 
Maine. The Sullivans live at 5308 
Reno Rd., N.W., Washington, D.C. , 
20015. 
Lora Smith Haverstock, '29, re­
sides at 847 Minona Ave., Louisville, 
Ky., 40217. She has a daughter, 10 
grandchildren and one great-grand­
child. Her husband, Wesley, '29, 
died in 1981. 
Wayne E. Isley, '29, retired from 
the Swift Company in 1970. He and 
his wife, Inez, '27, make their home 
at 142 Ocean Court, Boynton Beach, 
Florida 33435. 
Anna Mickey Johns, '29, has 
been teaching school for more than 
30 years. She and her husband, Vir­
gil, live at 620 Woodcock, Macon, Il­
linois 62544. 
1930-39 
John Miller, '30, retired from 
school administration in 1973. Since 
then he has been in the business of 
building grandfather and mantle 
clocks. He and his wife, Mabel, have 
two children. The Millers reside at ill 
S. Vine, O'Fallon, Illinois 62269. 
Lilly Morgan Methven, '32, 
owned her own flower shop until 
1972 when she retired. She and her 
husband, Norman, have 10 great-
i 
grandchildren, four of whom are 
quadruplet boys. The Methvens live 
at 2029 Yale Ave., Dunedin, Fla., 
33528. 
1950-59 
Irma Bolan Johnson, 52, taught 
for 32 years and has had four chil­
dren's books published. She makes 
her home at 204 N. State, Harrisville, 
Mich. , 487 40 
1960-69 
Phil Lorenc, '64, is an industrial 
arts teacher at Waukegan East High 
School. His wife, Becky Midden­
dorf Lorenc, '66, is an elementary 
school librarian. They are the parents· 
of two children: Bret, 18, and Kelly, 
15. They make their home at 2410 
S. Bonnie Brook Lane, Waukegan, 
Illinois 60087. 
Michael F. Stevens, '64, was re­
cently made research project man­
ager of Appleton Papers Inc. in Apple­
ton, Wisconsin. He joined Appleton 
Papers' predecessor company, The 
National Cash Register Company, as 
a senior chemist in May 1970. He 
transferred to Appleton in June 1971 
as a staff research associate. Michael 
and his wife, Betty, make their home 
at 314 E. Glendale, Appleton, Wis­
consin, 54911. 
Gilbert N. Early, '69, recently at­
tended a seminar at the State Univer­
sity of New York. He was one of 15 
secondary school teachers from 
across the country to participate. Gil-
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bert teaches 1 1 th and 1 2th grade 
sociology classes at Seneca Valley 
High School and resides at 495 7 Flos­
sie Ave. , Frederick, MD, 21701. 
1970-79 
James T. Jones, '7 1 ,  English 
assistant professor at Southwest 
Missouri State, recently had his 
book, Wayward Skeptic: The 
Theories of R. P. Blackmur, pub­
lished by the University of Il­
linois Press. To show his appreci­
ation for the assistance of the 
SMSU Foundation, Jones offi­
cially presented a copy of his 
book, to be placed in the SMSU 
library, to Foundation President 
Ray Forsythe. Jones, who joined 
the SMSU faculty in 1983, is cur­
rently coordinator of the Univer­
sity's journalism program. 
James Neill, '71, assistant pro­
fessor of statistics, joined the Kansas 
State University instructional faculty 
this fall. He received his Ph.D. from 
Kansas State University in '82. James 
previously worked for Upjohn Phar­
meceuticals at Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
14 
Rod Carter, '75, has joined 
Robert Nichols & Associates, 
Inc. , a Decatur advertising and 
public relations firm, as director 
of public relations and copywri­
ter. Rod's previous professional 
experience includes six years as 
an account executive and later 
vice-president and partner in 
another advertising and public 
relations firm. He also worked as 
an assistant ad director for a 
chain of retail stores and as a 
publisher of a shopper's guide. 
Rod, who lives at 70 Town and 
Country, Decatur, 62526, with 
his wife, Ellen, '75, has received 
numerous rewards for his crea­
tive/professional efforts. 
Captain Charles H. Lee, '77, 
has been decorated with the second 
award of the Air Force Commenda­
tion Medal in Belgium. The Air Force 
Commendation Medal is awarded to 
those individuals who demonstrate 
outstanding achievement or meritori­
ous service in performance of their 
duties on behalf of the Air Force. He 
is chief of the Plans and Progrms 
Branch with the 485th Tactical Missile 
Wing. 
Gregg Walter, '77, has been 
named Manager and Title Officer of 
Fort Dearborn Land Title Company. 
He is Ruling Elder in the First Pres­
byterian Church in Waukegan and 
lives at 32952 Battershall Dr. , 
Wildwood, Illinois 60030. 
Jennifer Louise Knott, '77, 
graduated with honors from the 
University of Missouri Kansas 
City in August, after a year's resi­
dence at the Missouri Repertory 
Thfatre of Kansas City. She re­
cei�ed the Master of Fine Arts 
degree in theatre and design and 1· 
technology and has accepted a 
position at the Arena Stage 
Theatre in Washington, D.C. 
Gordon Soderlund, '78, is a 
CPA working for Rockwell Telecom­
munications as a Sr. Financial Analyst 
and has an accounting practice on the 
side. His wife, Amy Mayer Soder­
lund, '79, works as an office adminis­
trator for Kabelmetal. The Soder­
lunds, who live at 3 So. 079 Ar­
boretum Rd. , Glen Ellyn, Illinois 
60137, celebrated their 5-year wed­
ding anniversary on October 11. 
Martin E. Wolfe, '79, has com­
pleted graduate training in internal 
medicine at the Mayo Graduate 
School of Medicine. Dr. Wolfe will 
practice general internal medicine in 
Fairfield, Illinois. 
Navy Lt. j.g. Randy E. Cook, 
'79, recently participated in the rescue 
of 21 Vietnamese refugees. The com­
bat store ship, USS San Jose, home­
ported in Guam, was off the coast of 
Subic Bay, Republic of the Philip­
pines, when a drifting boat was 
sighted and rescued. Randy joined 
the Navy reserves in 1982. 
Keith W. Berglund, '79, has 
been named an associate attor­
ney in the Atlanta law firm of 
Hansell & Post. A native of 
Wheeling, Illinois, he is cur­
rently living in Atlanta with his 
wife, Terri. 
John Dickey, '80, placed first in 
the 30-39 age group in the 5000 
meter road race at the Show-Me State 
Games. He is a project manager at 
McCarthy, in St. Louis and lives at 
9128 N. Swan Circle, Brentwood, 
Missouri 63144. 
Nita K. Decker, '81 ,  has re­
turned to her hometown of Toledo 
to practice medicine. She attended 
Loyola University's medical school in 
Chicago and completed one year of 
the internal residency program at the 
University of Illinois. Nita lives at Box 
364, Toledo, Illinois 62468. 
Carol Goodman Lang, '81 .  was 
promoted to Manager of Data Proces­
sing for the Edible Oils Division of the 
Bunge Corporation. She and her hus­
band, Kent, celebrated their 2nd wed­
ding anniversary in September. The 
Langs live at P.O. Box 36, Bourbon­
nais, Illinois 60914. 
Teresa Duff Coalter, '81 ,  mar­
ried Jay Coalter of Jackson, Miss. , on 
June 21,  1 986. The Coalters are mak­
ing their home at 875 William Blvd., 
Apt. 51 1 ,  Jackson, Miss., 3921 1 .  
Susan Fernandes Surratt, '81 ,  
celebrated her 5-year anniversary 
working as an accountant at the 
Jacksonville Developmental Center. 
She and her husband, Bruce, became 
parents of a daughter, Rachel Leigh, 
on Nov. 26, 1 985. The Surratt family 
lives at 1 17 N. Prairie, Jacksonville, 
Ill. , 62650. 
Tech. Sgt. Donnie R. 
Checotah, '82, has been decorated 
with the second award of the Air 
Force Commendation Medal at Nellis 
Air Force Base, Nev. The medal is 
awarded to those individuals who de­
monstrate outstanding achievement 
or meritorious service in the perfor­
mance of their duties. Donnie is an 
aircraft electrical systems technician 
with the 4 7 4th Aircraft Generation 
Squadron. 
Jeffrey J. Fassero, M. D., 
graduated from Southern Illinois Uni­
versity School of Medicine in Spring­
field in May. He will enter an internal 
medicine residency at the SIU affili­
ated hospitals in Springfield, followed 
by an anesthesiology residency at 
Duke University in Durham, N.C. 
Mark Haenny, '82, is a lawyer 
with the firm Hofmann, Salcito, Ste­
vens and Myers in Phoenix, Ariz. 
Mark was admitted to the Arizona Bar 
in November 1 985, after graduating 
from Drake University Law School in 
May 1 985. Mark's address is 4502 E. 
Paradise Vil. Pkwy. #3057, Phoenix, 
Ariz., 85032. 
Daniel J. Medema, '82, was 
awarded the Doctor of Optometry de­
gree at Illinois College of Optometry's 
1 43rd commencement May 18. He 
resides at 9239 Susy Lane, Schiller 
Park, Ill. , 601 76. 
Kimberly Mitchell Keller, '82, 
and Michael Keller, '82, were mar­
ried June 21,  1986. Kim is in her 
fourth year of teaching and is cur­
rently employed as a first grade 
teacher in Chillicothe. Mike is em­
ployed by Honeywell, Inc. in Peoria 
as a sales engineer. The Kellers are 
making their home at 541 9  
Haymeadow Place Apt. lA, Peoria, 
Ill., 61615. 
Stephnen DeGroff Merwin, 
'83, received his master's degree in 
geoenvironmental studies in May 
from Shippensburg University of 
Pennsylvania. 
Dan Gorman, '83, assistant pro­
fessor in sports medicine at Mount 
Union College, will be the acting 
chairman of the physical education, 
sports medicine and health education 
department for the 1 986-1 987 
academic year. Gorman, who has 
been with Mount Union since 1985, 
is also the director of the sports 
medicine program. 
Kathy Schilkos, '83, was re­
cently promoted to Health Claim 
Supervisor for the State Farm Michi­
gan Regional Office. She lives at 3241 
Capital Ave. SW -4A, Battle Creek, 
Ml 49015. 
Dean Fausett, '84, was inducted 
as a fellow of the Vermont Academy 
of Arts and Sciences at its annual fall 
conference on November 15. 
Fausett, who received an Honorary 
Doctorate from Eastern in 1 984, has 
many accomplishments and achieve­
ments in his field as an artist, muralist, 
portraitist, and landscapist. His paint­
ings are included in many prestigious 
collections such as at the Museum of 
Modern Art, Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, the Whitney Museum, and at the 
Wildenstein Galleries. Fausett had 
painted portraits of Presidents Ronald 
Reagan and Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
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as well as of the Duke and Duchess 
of Windsor, Eugene Ormandy, 
Hoagy Carmichael, and Grandma 
Moses. Fausett lives in Dorset, Ver­
mont. 
Air Force Senior Master Sgt. 
Jose R. Vasquez, '84, has been de­
corated with the Meritorious Service 
Medal at Barksdale Air Force Base, 
La. The Meritorious Service Medal is 
awarded specifically for outstanding 
non-combat meritorious achieve­
ment service to the United States. He 
is a band superintendent with the 
Eighth Air Force Band. 
Jeffrey W. McElroy, '85, has 
been commissioned a second lieuten­
ant in the U.S. Air Force upon gradu­
ation from Officer Training School at 
Lackland Air Force Base, Texas. 
Philip N. Miller, '85, joined the 
firm of Arthur Young in Chicago in 
1 985. He lives in Neenah, Wis. 
Anny 2nd Lt. Steven C. Parro, 
'85, has arrived for duty with the 
Third Armored Division in West Ger­
many. 
Denise Rothenberger, '85, re­
cently returned from a three-week 
"teacher exchange" study tour in 
Europe. Denise took part in the Reg-
ional Educators' Exchange Program 
in Europe, sponsored by Western Il­
linois University. The group visited 
European schools as they ended their 
spring term, and stayed in the homes 
of European teachers. Denise will 
begin her second year as a teacher in 
the Quincy, Ill., public school system 
this fall. 
Anny 2nd Lt. Eric J. Schelley, 
' 85, has participated in Team Spirit 
'86, a Republic of Korea/United 
States Combined Forces Command 
sponsored exercise held in South 
Korea. Team Spirit'86 was the 1 1th 
in an annual series of combined/joint 
field training exercises stages to in­
crease the defensive posture of Re­
public of Korea and U.S. combat and 
support forces. Eric is a chemical of­
ficer with the 37th Field Artillery, 
South Korea. 
James Ackman, '86, is Band Di­
rector at Stephen Decatur High 
School in charge of the Marching, 
Cadet, and Jazz Bands. He and his 
wife Janet, reside at 3225 Robin 
Drive, Decatur, Illinois 62526. 
Anny Reserve 2nd Lt. John M. 
Lee, '86, has completed the Army 
finance officer basic course at Fort 
Benjamin Harrison, Indiana. 
�n �emnriam 
Glenn M. Schauberger, '51, 
a music teacher for Phoenix 
Elementary School District for the 
past 20 years, died August 8 at 
Good Samaritan Medical Center. 
Mr. Schauberger graduated from 
Eastern in 1 95 1  and received a 
masters degree in music and edu­
cation in 1955. He is survived by 
his wife, Caroline; daughters, 
Dorothy Brooks, Diana Smith, and 
Sherri Flagel; son, Shelly; mother, 
Dorothy; a brother; and two 
grandchildren. 
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Annie Scott, '69 
Named Home-Ee 
Outstanding Alum 
Annie Moore Scott, 1984 recipient 
of "teacher of the year" honors in 
New Jersey, received an outstand­
ing alumnus award from the School 
of Home Economics at Eastern Illinois 
University. 
Mrs. Scott, a 1969 graduate, and 
former Decatur resident, was head 
teacher of the Life Skills Department 
at West Windsor-Plainsboro (N.J.) 
High School before becoming a gui­
dance counselor this year. She was 
also one of the 1984 national merit 
award winners. The "teacher of the 
year" honor came from the New Jer­
sey Home Economics Association. 
The program that won the honors 
for Mrs. Scott is titled Life Skills-8. It 
resulted from a proposal she made in 
1 980 to require all male and female 
students to take a home economics 
program in the seventh and eighth 
grades. 
The name of the department was 
changed to Life Skills '"to help erase 
stereotypical thinking in order to 
make all students feel comfortable." 
Mrs. Scott joined the faculty at 
West Windsor-Plainsboro in 1 975. 
She holds a master's degree from 
Trenton State College. She is an ad­
visor to the student council and serves 
as leadership training conference 
counselor to the N. J. Association of 
Student Councils. 
Active in various professional or­
ganizations, news of her creative 
thinking has motivated other profes­
sionals to request her expertise at 
workshops at Rutgers University and 
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